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In May 2006 we ran the Reading Together
programme for the second time, and once
again it was extremely well received by the
parents. We had 15 parents involved (13
Pacific Island, one Maori, and one pakeha
grandmother who is helping her grand
daughter). Cathy and Marian felt that
10 -12 is probably a better number for
participation and generally getting people
to feel more comfortable. Also we like to
hold it in our Staffroom which is warm
and comfortable, and where people can
have a cup of tea/coffee with case, etc. It
was bit crowded with 15 parents and the
children.

We put in one extra workshop (no.
4) this time as an opportunity for the
parents to have a second “practice” with
their children of the strategies tried out
in Workshop 2. In the feedback last night
the parents said it was helpful to be able
to practice the strategies again. Having 4
workshops before the holidays was good
timing as it gave the parents a chance to
implement the strategies and do things
like go to the Library during the holidays.

The comments from the parents in
the feedback session were heart warming,
encouraging, humbling and very affirming
for the wotk Cathy and Marian have
done.

I wished we had been able to record
them as they were spontaneous, genuine

and delightful, and it is hard to capture the
nuances and “voice” in written notes.

The following is a summary from some
notes Cathy took:

Q1. How has this programme belped you in
supporting your child’s reading?

Clem said he went home and talked to
his wife about what he had learnt and as
a result they had changed the way they
worked with their children at home — no
more smacking - taken the pressure off the
children — they felt there was a better way.

Ese — Very helpful ~ not as “strict” with
the children ~ doesn’t get so angry, etc.
— has gained more ideas ~ Faga ( her little
girl) now shows more interest and is more
relaxed and confident.

Loma — found the strategies and ideas very
helpful and Tiffany (granddaughter) is

doing more independent reading now.

Pyrents - reported library attendance has
increased and some parents reported that
they were taking a more active role in
selecting books/stories and “tuning” in
more to the child’s interests. Children were
doing more reading and reading sessions
at home were more relaxing/enjoyable/
fun. Parents also reported that they now
have more of an understanding of how
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difficult it is learning to read and that this
had now stopped them from getting so
impatient. Parents reported children being
more confident, and a change in reading
behaviour in terms of bringing books
home from school and parents showing
more involvement/interest.

There was more use of the Library.
One mother talked about now going to
the school library after school and helping
her daughter choose books. She was very
proud of the fact that her daughter was
often choosing 2 or 3 books and reading
them all in one night! (We also had Barry,
our local public children’s librarian, come
to one of the sessions and he was lovely
— very encouraging and invitational.)

Parents actually commented on using
many of the strategies covered, e.g. no
more than 5 difficult words in 50 and
showing the children how to do this. They
commented on their realisation of how
important it was to talk about the book,
ask questions, discuss related things, etc.
The parent comments definitely showed
that they had gained an understanding
of the important aspects of reading rather
that just focusing on “saying the words”.
Many reported that they were doing more
reading TO their children.

Q2. What did you like best about the
programme?

Responses included: sharing ideas, hearing
other parents talk about what they did,
gaining an understanding of how hard it
is to learn to read. Activities were really
helpful; listening to ideas and strategies;
the importance of asking key questions.
Parents reported they felt that they
were more able to help their children
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without getting angry and resorting to
hitting. This was a common theme in
both workshops and the parents were very
honest and talked about it freely. They
said they had more of an idea what to do, a
better understanding - it was “much more
than just picking up 2 book and reading”.

What was pleasing about these
comments was the fact that the parents
were really talking about themselves being
empowered. I feel having listened to both
groups that the confidence building and
knowledge building amongst the parents
is one of the most significant factors of the
programme.

Q3.  What could we do to make the
programme more helpful to you or other
parents in the future?

They didnt really identify anything that
they specifically thought would be more
helpful as they said they had found it
all very helpful, but they did talk about
the fact that they thought more parents
should do it. One youngish Pacific
Island father said he thought it should be
compulsory for all parents and said quite
candidly that it gave them another way of
helping their children with the reading as
they only really knew the “PI way”, which
was smacking children if they didn't get it
right! There seemed to be fairly general
somewhat good natured agreement about
this!

They were also interested as to how
they got “picked” for the programme and
also wanted to know if we had noticed
the children improving in their reading.
We told them that, “ Yes, we are watching
what happens with the children’s progress,”
and that we would be looking carefully at
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the results of our end of year reading
survey. At the same time we told them
that enjoying reading and wanting to
read is the real progress!

They seemed pleased that we
were going to run it again as they
very clearly thought EVERYONE
should learn what they had learnt!
We told them that the best way to
get more parents to take part would
be for them to talk to others about
it. They also suggested that we should
tell the parents about it when we have
individual parent teacher interviews
later this term which is an excellent
idea. Cathy mentioned to them that
we were one of the first Auckland
schools to run the programme and
one parent asked why this was so,
especially as she had heard a lot
about the need for Pasifika students
to achieve better at school. A good
point!

In response to us asking about the
“extra” workshop, they said they did
value it. “The practice helped.” “By
involving the children it was more
meaningful.” Also in responsc to
our question about whether it would
have been more useful/helpful to have
the workshops in their own language(s)
they said “no” quite definitely, as had the
first group.

Attendance for the workshops was
very good; from memory, 11 of the 15
attended all five workshops. The ones that
missed one or two sessions were generally
due to some other situations or shift work
that made it very difficult to attend. One
got the message about the day for the
final workshop mixed up and was very
apologetic.
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We also gave them all a laminated
“graduation” certificate which they loved,
and took a group photo at the end. We
will get a copy to them at some stage. We
also took photos on the night they were
reading with their children and we gave
them copies on the last night with the
certificates. Next time I will be more on the
ball and take some digital ones as well.

At the very end of the evaluation
session, just as they were going, one
of the parents spoke spontancously on
behalf of the group to say a very heartfelt
and genuine thank you to the teachers
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and said some really lovely words which,
while not expected, it was very lovely to
hear, We also had two other teachers from
the staff who sat in on all the workshops
just because they were interested to see
what the programme was and would be
interested in helping run future ones.

I asked them for a bit of feedback from
an observer’s point of view and they said
things like:

* It was very powerful in that parents
understood how hard reading can be
for children. Brock and The Three Little
Pigs demonstrated this very clearly

* 'Thought the programme was very good
and that it really “touched” the parents
so that it changed their perspective.

* “The message got through” and there
was shift from sceing reading with
their children “as a chore” to “something
enjoyable”.

Comments from parents

1. Looking back over the Meetings what

are the most important things you have

learned about helping your child(ren)

with their reading?

*+ To find the right books for my children

* A quiet place for my kids; quiet time to
read; a quiet place; let them read at a
peaceful place

* Helps me to understand that reading
is very important for our kids and also
how hard to can be

* I get along with my child when I came
to this meeting and then I read together
with her

* Interesting

* Give them time; give them time to
pronounce the word; patience; giving
her time to think
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Helps me to stop yelling at them if
they do not know how to say a word.
To have time for kids to do their
reading

To help them read their books and
make them like their reading

Is good for them to learn more
reading

Easy book for her to read

A time suitable like bed times when
they're really into it

The most important thing is that I find
myself and the kids very keen to read
and also I find the time to do it with
them.

I can see now that we've been doing a
lot of reading — my kids love to read
and it’s a very good effort.
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* I ask her about the story and get her to
talk
* Elizabeth is writing more too — I am

giving her a hug.

2. Do you think your child's reading has
improved? If so, in what ways has it
improved?

* Yes, I think it has, I've learnt to pick
books for my kids and that really
helps.

* If my kids don't know a word they will
look at the pictures then they will know
what the word is. Sometimes it doesn't
work because there are no pictures.

+ Idon't have to point at words (they get
all funny if I do) so they read without
me pointing at the words.

+ She can read and after that, can tell the
story.

* Love reading.

*  Yes, at the first place my daughter runs
over her finger on the words and says
them but now she can read on her own
without pointing to the words.

*  Yes, she can read her books by herself.

* She can read a different book every
time.

*  Yes, it has improved. Doing her best
to pronounce the word. Pictures also
really do help, especially something she
likes, e.g. animals.

* She tries to tell me in her own words
about the story. She even follows the
pictures.

* Sometimes she even tries to write
about it and that's the time when the
spelling help comes in because she’ll be
asking about every difhicult word.

* Definitely! Especially my 6 yr old
daughter, she is doing a lot better with
her words, if she doesn’t know it she’ll
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ask me and I help her but she is doing
a lot better.

* I can tell she’s starting to learn a lot
of difficult words like, e.g. understand,
must. She’ll say it and ask me what’s it
mean?

* My son — he’s getting there — just
started primary 2 months ago and he’s
learning a lot from his big sister. He
reads books slowly so he can't make a
mistake. Very tricky.

« Elizabeth is more confident now — she
reads to herself and her dad. T ask her
if she wants me to tell her the hard
words — but now she says “Wait ~ I'm

thinking”

3. Has the programme helped your child

or your family in any others ways?

*  Yes, I have found this programme very
successful because it helps my kids to
read better and to understand that
reading is important and for me to
understand that it is hard to read.

*» Teaching of reading to my kids works
really well.

*  Yes, Iunisi reads to her cousin and the
next door kid, even her little sister.

*  Yes, reading together.

* Like a game in the family.

*  Yes, it helps me in a way how to show
my child how to read a book that is
suitable for her to read and stops me
from yelling at her by telling the words
straight away.

*  Yes, the parents know how to read with
their kids and spend 10 min or 20 min
to read together with the kids.

» Older sisters and brothers really help
— if she knows I'm sleeping she’ll run
to them for help on how to say or spell
a word.
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* Every time they do their reading it
gives me a break just sitting there with
them (which is great).

+ It’s been good to talk and share with
other parents.

4. What things did you find hard or

difficult?

* Before the programme I found it hard
but now that I know there are different
ways of teaching of reading to our kids
it has been good.

* To make time for my kids. Time - to
spend time to learn with the kids.
Giving time or making time but that’s
improved a lot now.

* Concentrate with reading.

* Hard to pronounce words; the
pronunciation of hard words for them.

* Getting frustrated — when Sandora
gets stuck on the same word.

* Just my son because when he started he
struggled a bit but he’s alright now,

* It’s good to hear a different way to help
Elizabeth.

5. Any other comments that you would

like to make about the programme?

* 1 have found this programme really
good and I would just like to thank
the teachers that are involved for the
time they have spent on our kids. It
indicates to me that teachers are doing
a great job, so well done! I recommend
this programme to all parents. (What
a success!)

* 1 would like to say a big thank you
to the teachers for this programme
because it’s helped me and my family
to make reading easy.

* Hope to continue next year.

Very interesting.

Help family and kids and their future.
It is better to have more programmes
like this in the future.

'This programme is very helpful for us to
help my children learn to love reading.
It is a very good programme.

To me, it really encourages me to
give time to read to or listen to them
reading. Some ideas I didnt know
about and trying out new ideas to make
reading more interesting.

I am very happy with the programme,
it’s been helping me a lot and my kids
~ so very grateful — thank you.

'The parents need to come and support
this programme.

Some parents are lazy — they don't
spend time with their children.

They need to hear your advice.

It’s a good experience
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